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During a Nov. 14 interview broadcast by a Lima radio station, President Alberto Fujimori criticized
Washington's emphasis on interdiction and crop eradication in its anti- drug policy and called
on US president-elect Bill Clinton to shift the focus to aiding coca growers. "The policy against
coca growers has failed. It must be stated publicly," he said. According to Fujimori, despite the
millions of dollars spent on the drug war in Peru, nearly 200,000 hectares of land remain under coca
cultivation. Farmers, particularly in remote regions, have trouble selling other crops while drug
traffickers go from village to village buying coca leaves. Fujimori said that public works projects
like improving roads linking the countryside with commercial centers were more effective than
financial incentives or crop eradication programs as a means for convincing farmers to switch to
legal crops. "You have to give the peasant farmer the means to bring crops to market," he said, but
"unfortunately, we haven't been able to count on North American financing" for such infrastructure
projects. In a televised interview Nov. 21, Fujimori asserted that Peru is winning the war against
Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) rebels and against poverty, but losing the war against drug
traffickers. Fujimori characterized George Bush's support for the war against drug trafficking in Peru
as "insufficient" and expressed hope that Clinton will reorient the US anti-drug policy with a focus
on economic development. (Sources: Associated Press, 11/14/92; Agence France-Presse, 11/21/92)
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